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INTRODUCTION 
 
     The Demoss Family Papers are centered around early land and mill owners of 
Davidson County, Tennessee.  Two of the more prominent persons mentioned in the 
collection are Abraham and James Demoss.  The Demoss Family Papers were loaned for 
copying by Mrs. Celia Foster, Nashville, Tennessee. 
     The materials in this finding aid measure .84 linear feet. There are no restrictions on 
the materials.  Single photocopies of unpublished writings in the Demoss Family Papers 
may be made for purposes of individual or scholarly research. 

 
 

SCOPE AND CONTENT 
 
     The Demoss Family Papers is a collection which consists of copies of account books, 
correspondence, court and land records, legal documents, and various other items 
concerning the Demoss Family of Davidson County, Tennessee.  This collection covers 
the period, 1803-1931, with the bulk of the collection covering the years, 1807-1866. 
     Also included in the collection are various writings, obituaries, printed materials, slave 
documents, and school records. These items along with the other types of material listed 
give the researcher a glimpse of nineteenth century Davidson County. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



CONTAINER LIST 
 

Box 1 
1.       Account Books – Journal – 1824-1825 
2.       Account Books – Ledger, 1807-1825 
3.       Account Books – Ledger, 1815-1819 
4.       Account Books – Ledger – Cotton – 1825-1826 
5.       Account Books – Ledger – Distillery, 1832-1834 
6.       Account Books – Ledger – Jones, I.M. – 1869-1874 
7.       Account Books – Ledger – Lumber – 1806 
8.       Accounts – Bills, notes and receipts, 1826-1847 
9.       Correspondence – Barlew – Baugh 
10.     Correspondence – Demoss 
11.     Correspondence – Driver – Topp 
12.     Correspondence – Author Unknown 
13.     Court Records – Bill of Complaint – Hardgroves, Minerva v. Barwell Butler,  
           guardian for minor Hardgroves heirs, 1838 
14.     Court Records – Court cost – Demoss, Jno. v. Hammond and Brown; Demoss,  
          Abraham v. Hammond & Brown, n.d. 
 
Box 2 
1.       Court Records – Judgments, 1827-1833 
2.       Court Records – Judgment – Houston, James B. v. Thomas Harding, 1814 
3.       Court Records – Memorandum, n.d. 
4.       Court Records – Notice – Demoss, John v. John McLain, et al., April 1, 1831 
5.       Court Records – Notice of sale – Herman Russels residence, April 2, 1827 
6.       Court Records – Order – Demoss, James to Richard Searcy, November 18, 1834 
7.       Court Records – Summons – Jury – Nashville Federal Court, March 1842 
8.       Genealogical Data – Bible Records – Bradford Family (John Bradford,     -1827) 
9.       Land Records – Agreement – Demoss, Abraham and Richard Searcy, 1826 
10.     Land Records – Deed – Axum, Arthur and Samuel Davidson to Abran Demoss,  
          June 4, 1836 
11.     Land Records – Deed – Blackfan, Jesse to John Hamilton, 1822 
12.     Land Records – Deed – Cartwright, Robert to Aquila Sugg, 1806 
13.     Land Records – Deed – Childress, Nelson, sheriff to Jacob Plummer, 1836 
14.     Land Records – Deed – Cockrill, John and Eliza B. to Abraham Demoss, 1818 (2) 
15.     Land Records – Deed – Davis, John to Skelton Hardgraves, 1827 
16.     Land Records – Deed – Demoss, James to Abraham Demoss, 1831 
17.     Land Records – Deed – Demoss, John to Abraham Demoss, 1829 
18.     Land Records – Deed – Demoss, John to Abraham Demoss, 1829 
19.     Land Records – Deed – Demoss, Lewis to Abraham Goodpasture, 1804 (2) 
20.     Land Records – Deed – Dupree, James to John Demoss, n.d. 



21.     Land Records – Deed – Gammel, James to Abraham Demoss, 1812 
22.     Land Records – Deed – Goodpasture, Abraham and Abram to Abraham Demoss,  
          1807 
23.     Land Records – Deed – Hardgraves, Francis to Skelton Hardgraves, 1825 
24.     Land Records – Deed – Hardgraves, Francis to Skelton Hardgraves, 1827 
25.     Land Records – Deed – Harding, Giles L. to Abraham Demoss, 1817 
26.     Land Records – Deed – Harding, Giles L. to John Taylor, 1814 
27.     Land Records – Deed – Hollers, M____, sheriff to Abraham Demoss, 1805 
28.     Land Records – Deed – Newsom, Herbert, et al. to Abraham Demoss, 1831 
29.     Land Records – Deed – Newsom, Hubert and Sally to Abraham Demoss, 1820 
30.     Land Records – Deed – Newsom, Mary to Heirs of Eldridge Newsom, dec’d, 1831 
31.     Land Records – Deed – Philips, Joseph to Alpha Kingsley, 1818 
32.     Land Records – Deed – Sugg, Aquila to Thomas Williamson, 1805 
33.     Land Records – Deed – Taylor, James to Abraham Demoss, 1874 
34.     Land Records – Deed – Taylor, Skelton to Abraham Demoss, 1874 
35.     Land Records – Deed – Taylor, William to Abraham Demoss, 1831 
36.     Land Records – Deed – Weaver, John and Hannah McMillin to Daniel Crouse,  
          1822 
37.     Land Records – Deed – Weaver, John to Absalom Weaver, 1826 
38.     Land Records – Deed of Conveyance – Hardgrave, John to John Demoss, 1820 
39.     Land Records – Grant – State of Tennessee to Cornelius Drake, 1808 
40.     Land Records – Grant – State of Tennessee to Skelton Hardgrave, 1826 
41.     Land Records – Grant – State of Tennessee to Abraham Jones, 1814 
42.     Land Records – Survey – Demoss, Abraham, 1808 
43.     Land Records – Survey, Harding, John, 1838 
44.     Land Records – Survey – Sugg, Abraham, n.d. 
45.     Land Records – Warrant – Cartwright, Robert, 1803 
46.     Legal Documents – Affidavit – Demoss, Hannah – Lewis and  Hannah Demoss  
          Heirs, 1835 
47.     Legal Documents – Articles of Agreement – Demoss, Abraham and John Davis,  
          May 5, 1817 
48.     Legal Documents – Articles of Agreement, Demoss, William L. and John C. Hale,  
          1833 
49.     Legal Documents – Bond – Cockrill, John to Abraham Demoss, 1816 
50.     Legal Documents – Power of Attorney – Cartright, Robert to Abraham Demoss,  
          1803 
51.     Legal Documents – Power of Attorney – Cartright, Thomas to Abraham Demoss,  
          1803 
52.     Notebooks – Arithmetic – Demoss, Abraham, n.d. 
53.     Notebooks – Arithmetic – Demoss, James Skelton, 1835 
54.     Obituaries, Demoss, Skelton A. 
55.     Poetry 



56.     Printed Materials – Brochure – Union Building and Loan Association 
57.     Printed Materials – Circular – McQuiddy Printing Company 
58.     School Records – Certificate of Merit – Thomas J. Allison, Dec. 7, 1866 
59.     School Records – Notebooks – W.E. Demoss, 1847 
60.     School Records – Receipts – Tuition – Franklin College, 1839-1846 
61.     Slaves – List 
62.     Slavery – Bills of sale, 1807-1834 
63.     Special Categories – Games 
64.     Taxes – Receipts – 1831-1847 
65.     Tributes – Newsom, James Eldridge 
66.     Writings – “A Straight Talk to Newspaper Correspondents” by William A.  
          Heacock 
67.     Writings – “275 Select Autograph/Album Mottoes” 
68.      Writings – Play – Demoss, ____ -- “The Deuce is in Him, Dr. Prattle” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NAME INDEX 
 

     This is a name index of the Demoss family correspondence in the Demoss Family 
Papers, together with the dates of the letters and information regarding their contents. The 
figures in parentheses denote the number of letters, if more than one.  The last numbers 
refer to the box and folder in which the material is to be found. 
 
Barlew, Wm. J. to A. Demoss and wife, n.d., re: returning to preach and resume school, 
     1-9 
Baugh, Mattie A. to Skelt Demoss, n.d., re: family news and trip, 1-9 
Demoss, John to Abraham Demoss (7), 1831-1834, re: loans, lawsuit, crops, family news,  
     politics, 1-10 
Demoss, John to Mr. ____ Demoss, 1830, re: loan and lawsuit, 1-10 
Demoss, John to Mrs. Martha Kellum, 1832, re: care of Martha’s daughter, 1-10 
Demoss, Mrs. to Skelt Demoss, 1893, re: family news, 1-10 
Driver, Abner to Abraham Demoss (2), 1835, 1838, re: death of William Montgomery,  
     pending lawsuit, family news, prices of crops, 1-11 
Dwyer, Jos. G. to Abraham Demoss, 1839, re: mill at Mill Creek, 1-11 
Gilbert, Parkes, & Co. to W.E. Demoss, 1876, re: shipment of wheat, 1-11 
Gilbert, Parkes, & Co. to Railroad Agent, 1876, re: discrepancy in weight of wheat  
     shipment, 1-11 
Leet, Martha to Mrs. J.C. Kirk, 1910, re: trip home, 1-11 
Newsom, Ella K. to Will Demoss, 1856, re: servant’s arm being caught in a gin; family  
     news, 1-11 
Nunnelly, W.S. to W.E. Demoss, 1876, re: sale of bulls, 1-11 
Smipton (?), F.G. to Mattie Baugh, n.d., re: sale of butter, 1-11 
Taylor, Henry to Abraham Demoss, 1831, re: Delilah’s upcoming visit; weather, 1-11 
Thompson, David to James and Abraham Demoss, 1834, re: articles of agreement with  
     the Skelton Demoss heirs, 1-11 
Topp, Robertson to William Cummings, 1834, re: introduction of Mr. Moss, 1-11 
Author Unknown to Mr. Joe W. Baugh, 1903, re: status of trip, 1-12 
________ to Mrs. B.A. Demoss, 1894, re: invitation, 1-12 
________ to Mrs. B.A. Demoss, 1910, re: having good visit with relatives, 1-12 
________ to “Cousin Beth,” 1918, re: Skelt’s birthday, family news, etc., 1-12 
________ to “Sister Bitha,” n.d., re: trip, making sorghum, sale of chickens and turkeys,  
     etc., 1-12 
Author Unknown to Skelt Demoss, 1894, re: instructions for servants, obtaining ham,  
     etc., 1-12 


